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SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER GRECHKO DIES 

1 . TASS REPORTED APRIL 26, 1976, 1233 MOSCOW TIME THAT 
MARSHAL ANDREY GRECHKO, MEMBER OF POLITBURO AND MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE, "SUDDENLY DIED TODAY." 

2. NEWS OF GRECHKO S DEATH BEGAN TO CIRCULATE IN MOSCOW AN 
HOUR OR SO BEFORE TASS RAN ANNOUNCEMENT. ACCORDING TO DAO 
SOURCES, CAUSE OF DEATH WAS A HEART ATTACK. AS OF 1300, 

DEATH HAD NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED ON SOVIET RADIO OR TELEVISION. 

3. COMMENT. DEATHS OF SHTEMENKO, AND NOW GRECHKO, OBVIOUSLY 
MARK PASSING OF WWII GENERATION IN ARMED FORCES 
LEADERSHIP. THIS UNEXPECTED VACANCY IN POLITBURO RANKS MAY 
FORCE PARTY LEADERSHIP TO FACE UP TO SUCCESSION 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 06423 261301Z 

PROBLEM AND COULD INDEED COMPLICATE RESOLUTION OF 
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THE PROBLEM BY ADDING ANOTHER VARIABLE - GRECHKO'S 
REPLACEMENT - TO THE EQUATION. IN ANY CASE, GRECHKO S 
DEATH SERVES AS GRIM REMINDER OF THE ADVANCED AGE OF PRESENT 
SENIOR LEADERSHIP GROUP. 
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